
County Board of Educa-

tion.   It has an exterior 

mural of the Water Cycle 

designed by local artist 

Ricky Deel and sponsored 

by a grants from the Pen-

nyrile Arts Council and the 

Workforce Investment 

Act.   

    The small two story 

building behind the Labo-

ratory building was reno-

vated in 2003 and has 

office space available for 

use.   

     The facilities can be rented for picnics and weddings.  If 

anyone is interested they should contact:  Penny Chewning 

at 889-4599 or e-mail pchewning@charter.net 

GARDEN COMMITTEE, 

 MATT SNORTON AND JENNY MOSS,    

CO-CHAIRS 

Design and plant Entrance Garden: 

 The importance of site recognition 

for Jeffersõ Bend visitors will be our first 

and probably most important project 

this year.  The proposed area will be 

immediately to the right of the bridge 

as visitors come into the area.  We will 

be using the retaining wall stones so 

generously donated to Jeffersõ Bend to 

build up this area before planting.  This 

garden area will also house a very large 

wooden sign to designate that visitors 

are now on the Jeffersõ Bend complex. 

C O M M I T T E E S  I N  A C T I O N   

J
E
F
F
E
R
S
õ
 

B
E

N
D

 

M A R C H ,  2 0 0 4 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 

J E F F E R S õ  B E N D  N E W S 

B R I E F  H I S T O R Y   

A U G U S T ,  1 9 9 7  

N O R T H  F O R K  L I T -
T L E  R I V E R  C O M M I T -
T E E  A N D  P R I D E ,  
I N C .  M E E T  

M A R C H ,  1 9 9 8  

P E N N Y R I L E  R C & D  
A N D  P R I D E ,  I N C .  
M E E T  W I T H  K E N -
T U C K Y  D E S I G N  A S -
S I S T A N C E  T E A M   

O C T O B E R ,  2 0 0 0  

F I R S T  S T E E R I N G  
C O M M I T T E E  M E E T S   

C O M M I T T E E S       
E S T A B L I S H E D :  
T R A I L S ,  G A R D E N ,  
A N D  E N V I R O N -
M E N T A L  E D U C A -
T I O N    

J U N E ,  2 0 0 1  T O  

J U L Y ,  2 0 0 3  

3  B U I L D I N G S  A R E  
R E N O V A T E D .  

S U M M E R ,  2 0 0 2   

H O P K I N S V I L L E    
O P T I M I S T  C L U B  
B U I L D S  A  P A V I L I O N  

O C T O B E R ,  2 0 0 3  

H O P K I N S V I L L E  
S T R E E T  D E P T .  C O N -
S T R U C T S  C A N O E  
A C C E S S  R A M P  

S U M M E R  2 0 0 4  

1  A C R E  L A K E  W I L L  
B E  C O N S T R U C T E D  

  

    Operating under PRIDE, Inc., 

Jeffersõ Bend consists of a 40 

acre grassland and six buildings 

which once housed the old Hop-

kinsville Water Treatment Plant.  

Built along the North Fork of the 

Little River, these facilities are 

ideal for water quality, environ-

mental and botanical learning 

activities.  

    The Welcome Center / Mu-

seum, originally the Operatorõs 

Quarters, has undergone major 

renovation since work began in 

1999.   

    The Distribution /Laboratory 

Building has hosted many edu-

cational meetings in its class-

room and provides storage for 

tables and chairs donated by the 

BUILDING COMMITTEE,  

PENNY CHEWNING, CHAIR 



Wildflower Garden: 

    The Garden Committee rec-

ognized that our mission must 

be two fold: Developing òformal 

garden areasó and developing 

òteaching gardensó / ònative 

gardensó which would show-

case plants, grasses and flow-

ers that are native to this Ken-

tucky area.  The first project for 

this area will be a ½ acre wild-

flower garden behind the upper 

parking area which is behind 

the new pavilion.  Plans for a 

native grasslands area to be 

planted near the new òBird 

Watch Pavilionó will begin as 

soon as there is no more heavy 

equipment moving through this 

area to build the lake.  The 

grassland area should help 

bring birds and animals to this 

area for better viewing. 

We have planned a very 

ambitious year for our Jeffersõ 

Bend Garden Committee.  We 

will need the support and par-

ticipation of everyone in order 

to make Jeffersõ Bend a suc-

cess for our community.  So if 

you enjoy the outdoors, getting 

your hands dirty, having fun or 

just learning more about plants 

please join us. 

Three adult seminars on garden-

ing related subjects: 

No dates have been decided for 

these seminars.  Proposed sub-

jects are - Herbs and Medicinal 

Uses, How To Plant a Wildflower 

Garden, Trees: Which ones to 

use in my yard? How to I.D. the 

ones I already have?  If anyone 

has a subject that you would like 

to see featured please contact 

Rhonda Johnston or any Garden 

Committee member. 

Maintain and enhance existing 

garden areas: 

There will be an activities 

calendar posted on the door of 

the maintenance/supply room.  

Meetings and workdays will be 

posted here.  You may also visit 

o u r  W e b  S i t e   

http://groups.msn.com/JBGARD

ENCOMMITTEE  Hear what we 

are up to and how you can help!   

We have already scheduled 

our work days for March and 

they are:  March 13th and 27th.  

All workdays begin at 9:00AM 

and go for as long as you have 

time to donate .  We will need as 

many hands as possible!   

April 17th will also be a 

work day with a group from First 

United Methodist Church work-

ing on several projects during 

their Great Day of Service. 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE   

PATRICIA BOWDEN, CHAIR 

    The environmental center and botanical gardens 

provide an excellent hands-on training experience for 

students, teachers, environmental agencies and or-

ganizations of Western Kentucky.  In the past 3 years, 

1,224 students from 32 schools in Christian, Hopkins, 

and Lyon counties have attended day long environ-

mental education and career awareness programs at 

Jeffersõ Bend.  There have been 131 presenters and 

170 helpers involved. The scheduled  dates for stu-

dents from the Pennyrile area to spend the day at 

Jeffersõ Bend in the upcoming year are already filled. 

Those dates are: 

April 23, and 30, 2004    May 7 and 14, 2004 

September 10 and 17, 2004 October 1, 2004 

Anyone wishing to help with any of these days is en-

couraged to call Charles Turner at 885-8692 extension 

G A R D E N  C O M M I T T E E  

C O N T I N U E D 

Jeffersõ 

Bend: 

A Natural 

Experience,  

October 11, 

2003  
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    A Wildlife Observatory is currently 

under construction at Jeffersõ Bend.  

The 15 ft. by 10 ft. observatory is the 

Eagle Scout project of Andrew Chiles, 

son of David and Susan Chiles.  An-

drew is a junior at Hopkinsville High 

School.  The wood structure, featur-

ing a one-way observation glass, will 

overlook the planned 1 acre lake 

near the hiking trail and will seat 15 

to 20 people.  Andrew, fellow scouts, 

family and friends have worked over 

80 hours on the project.  Plans are  

to have a wildlife observatory com-

pleted by the beginning of this sum-

mer.   

     The Pavilion located at the head 

of the 2 mile walking trail was com-

pleted by the Hopkinsville Optimist 

Club in May, 2003 in memory of the 

former club president, Bill Davis.  

     The Amphitheater located on the 

trail was completed by Lewis Brad-

leyõs son, Parker Bradley, as an Eagle 

Scout project with the assistance of 

other Boy Scouts in Troop 68. 

 

T R A I L S  C O M M I T T E E,  

L I N D A  W O O D ,  C H A I R 

GIFTS COMMITTEE,  

 CHARLES TURNER , CHAIR 

BUDGET COMMITTEE,  

 MARK WITHERS, CHAIR 

     Gifts and Grants  

2000 $  6,125.00 

2001 $31,886.00  

2002 $28,012.00  

2003 $83,751.00  

In- kind donations total  

$122,400.00  

òThis is a great place 

to bring the family for 

a walk or a picnic.ó 
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